Pre-AP/GT TX History Spiral/Current Event Newspaper Activities—Rosner/Smith  
Once every nine weeks, you will turn in a spiral for a major grade.  Every nine weeks, you will receive an assignment sheet outlining the required material for the spiral, the topic(s) for the articles, and give you a basis on how the grade will be determined.  

Guidelines

· Your spiral is strictly for Texas History.

· Divide your spiral by nine weeks—you can do this as we get through the year

Current Event/Article Assignments

As part of each spiral grade, you must find 4 articles from an American newspaper or newspaper website relating to the topic or region assigned.  
· When looking for articles, topics can include but are not limited to:  economic issues, politics, the environment, disasters, etc.  Articles about sports or entertainment will not be accepted.  The articles must be written during the nine weeks the assignment is made.  
· If you do not have access to a newspaper, you can use newspaper on-line sources such as:

www.usatoday.com/

www.chron.com/
www.statesman.com

www.dallasnews.com/
SITES MUST BE NEWSPAPER SITES.  NO www.cnn.com, www.yahoo.com, etc.
Instructions
1. Locate and label on a map where the articles took place.  Remember to use TODAL

2. Paste/tape the COMPLETE article on a blank sheet of paper in your spiral.  If the article continues to another page, cut out the 2nd page as well.  

3. Write which source the article was taken from and the date it originally appeared in the paper.  (ex:  The Houston Chronicle, September 1, 2010)

4. Write a summary paragraph (at least 4 sentences) that conveys what the article was about.

5. Write a paragraph (at least 4 sentences) explaining your viewpoint of the article.  Do NOT write a summary of the article again.

YOU NEED TO READ THE ARTICLE!!!

· Try answering some of the following questions.  All of these will not be relevant to your article; just use them as a starting point.

· How did you feel after reading the article?

· Do you agree/disagree with what the author said?  Why?

· What is your viewpoint on the subject of the article?

· In your opinion, what was the most interesting aspect of the article?  What, if anything, surprised you?

An article without  paragraphs will not count for points—no pictures with captions.
