7th GRADE TEXAS HISTORY
FIRST COLONY MIDDLE SCHOOL 2012-2013 Mrs. Rosner

What is Texas History?

Texas is a great state with a rich history, traditions and heritage.  Texas is a land of contrasts containing magnificent scenery, natural resources, diverse cultures, rural communities and metropolitan cities.  Texas History is not just the fall of the Alamo and all of its heroes or just memorizing dates!   It is a complex and extremely fascinating subject that includes physical and human geography, government, economics, and fine arts in addition to the history or “story of Texas”.  Texas History also examines other countries and their development, including the United States, which helps build our knowledge before entering 8th grade US History.  In this course, we will examine the landscape, culture, and history of Texas, to help us better understand the state that we call home.   

 What materials do I need for this class?

Textbook:  Prentice Hall Lone Star:  The Story of Texas—to be left at home; if lost or damaged the cost for the textbook is $60.00
Required

· 3-ring binder (can be separate or large, zip-up kind with a  section just for TX History)

· homework folder (does not have to be a separate folder for my class; can be used for ALL classes)

· #2 pencils

· pens (blue or black ink only) and a red pen for grading

· loose-leaf paper
· map pencils (box of 12, at least)

· highlighter

· 2 spirals – one subject each; only 1 will be used in class daily
What about grades?

· You will receive a progress report every 3 weeks and a grade every 9 weeks.

· There will be a minimum of 3 Major Grades (MG) and 6 Daily Grades (DG).

· Both your Major Grade average and Daily Grade average count for 50% of your overall average.

What about make-up and late work?

· If you miss one day, you have one day to make up the work.  Check with a classmate or me before or after class for what the agenda was for the days missed.  It is YOUR responsibility to make up work after an absence.  I will not hunt you down for make-up work.
· You will need to turn your make-up work into the tray labeled “make-up work”.  Please don’t just put it on my desk!
· If you were here the day before the announced quiz, test, or assignment due date, you are required to make up the test/quiz or turn in the assignment the day you return, unless you present a note indicating an illness. (This includes school sponsored trips and other absences.)  You may take the test/quiz or turn in the assignment the day following your return only if you were ill, with a note.  You are responsible for arranging a time with me.  Make-up tests/quizzes will not be given during class.

· If you anticipate being absent on a major due date, please make arrangements to get the assignment to class.  Use my school email address as a last resort.
· School sponsored trips - I will give make-up work before the absence if possible.  Again, if you are missing a major test or quiz, you are responsible for making it up the day you return.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

· Assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the date specified or it is considered late.  

· Late Work/Zeros Aren’t Permitted at FCMS-- Students will receive a late grade for all assignments not turned in at the time assignments are due.  1 day late=10 point reduction; 2 days late=20 point reduction and assignment to ZAP; 3 days late=30 point reduction and assignment to ZAP, 4th day and after=the highest grade a student can earn is a 60.  Points are deducted from the earned grade. Zeros Aren’t Permitted is an intervention program to support student academic success.   If a student fails to complete or turn in a graded assignment on time, whether it is homework, class work or an activity, they receive a ZAP on the 2nd day late.  ZAP is held in the library every Wednesday and Thursday from 4:00-5:00pm.  Students complete assignments at this time, and the ZAP monitor returns the completed work to the teacher’s box at the end of the session.  
What about retesting?
· Students that receive a failing grade on a major assessment must retest; the retest may include items from all objectives covered on the original assessment or only those objectives not mastered by the student.
· Students earning a 70-79 have the OPTION to retest.
· In order to retest, a student must correct all items missed on the original assessment AND attend a tutorial session for remediation of non-mastered objectives.
· Corrections and re-teaching must occur prior to the next major assessment.
· HIGHEST GRADE THAT MAY BE EARNED ON A RETEST IS 80.
When are tutorials

· Tutorials are offered every Wednesday afternoon from 3:55-4:15pm and Friday morning from 8:15-8:45am.
What are the Classroom Rules?

1. Arrive on time to class daily.
2. Be prepared for class with all materials needed (planner, ISN (spiral), supplies).

3. Take care of personal business before class, during passing periods (restroom break, water, etc.)

4. Raise your hand to be recognized, and do not talk unless told to do so.

5. No eating or drinking unless special permission is given.  Gum is not permitted.
6. Be respectful to principals, school staff, teachers, classmates, anyone who enters the classroom, and to yourself.

7. Use appropriate language.

8. Do your own work—anyone caught cheating will receive a “0” for that assignment.  Talking during a test/quiz is considered cheating.

9. Follow all school rules in student handbook.

10. Enjoy learning.

What are my expectations for you?

Quality work is expected at all times.   I plan to post most assignments, notes, and handouts on my teacher website, so this is a great resource for you to fall back on. 
· Warm ups— We will be using one of our spirals each day warm ups.  Students will complete daily warm-up activities which might include review questions, brain teazers, journal writings, self-expressions, political cartoons, etc.  All warm ups will have to be kept in the spiral, and it will be left in class each day.  A daily grade will be taken at least once every 9 weeks based on the warm ups.  We will go over how to set up your spiral in class.
· PPTs/Vocabulary- There will be a PPT (People, Places, and Things) done for every chapter, all year long.  Each PPT includes vocabulary for that chapter in addition to important people, places, or things (including dates) that you need to know for that chapter.  It will always be turned in as a daily grade.
· Quizzes/Assessments—You can plan on a vocabulary or other quiz/assessment almost every week as well.  This can be a very easy grade, provided that your PPT/maps/reading are completed and you have studied for the quizzes.  Please plan to keep up with them!
· Current Events/Spiral Assignments – You should make a serious effort to keep up with what is going on in your world and how it relates to us.  Keeping up with current events is a requirement in my class, and spiral assignments that count as a major grade will be made every nine weeks.  Current event topics and specifics will be announced each nine weeks when the assignment is made.  
How do I contact you?

I want you to feel that I am accessible to you outside of your class period.  My conference period is 1st period (8:55-9:55), and I can also be reached before and after school.  You may also email me or message me through Edmodo if you need to reach me.    Please do not send messages to my school address after school hours if it is urgent.  I will not reply until I return to school.

Email:
Melody.Rosner@fortbendisd.com (school)www.edmodo.com/rosnersocialstudies  Phone:  281.634.3240 (school)

I know we are going to have a great year!! If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to come speak with me.  I am always available to talk.  If you ever feel like you need some extra help, please just let me know.  We can make arrangements to meet either before or after school.  Thank you in advance for all of your hard work and cooperation!!  Good luck with your first week of 7th grade!!

Course Outline for 7th Grade Texas History

1st 9 Weeks:

Texas Geography (Ch. 1)
Native Texan Cultures (Ch. 2)

Exploration and Spanish Rule (Ch. 3 & 4)

2nd 9 Weeks:

Colonization of Texas (Ch. 5)
Texas Revolution (Ch. 6, 7& 8)
3rd 9 Weeks:

Republic of Texas (Chapter 9)

Statehood and Immigration (Ch. 10 & 11)

The Civil War & Reconstruction  (Ch. 12)

Government & Citizenship  (Ch. 20 & 21)

4th 9 Weeks:

Cotton, Cattle and Railroads (Ch. 13, 14 & 15)
Modern Texas (Ch. 16-19 & 22)

All year:  Social studies skills & concepts including critical thinking, communication & problem-solving skills.

